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Gustav Mahler Symphony 1 Fourth Movement (conclusion)

Listening 1

1. From 439 Mahler composes an orchestral impression of birds singing. The cuckoo can be heard clearly at 440. Which instruments play the cuckoo?

2. At 480 the oboe plays a plaintive solo. What does the music do next?

3. At 519 something quite dramatic happens, what is it?

4. What happens to the music at 591, and then what at 592?

5. What happens at 623?

6. What do the horn players do at 651? Why do you think they do it?

Listening 2

1. Listen to the very first two notes the violin play (428). The interval is a 4th. For Mahler, a descending 4th was especially significant, symbolizing life, and many musical ideas in the symphony start this way. How many examples can you find?

2. At 519 Mahler’s dreams are abruptly interrupted by the violas. They re-enter at 540, but this time the interruption develops in a different way. Describe what happens.

